DANVERS SCHOOL COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
					       February 11, 2019
Francis Mills Communication Center, E115, Danvers High School


School Committee Members Present:  	             Arthur Skarmeas , Chair
                                                                   	 David Thomson, Secretary
	                                                      	 Mary Beth Verry
                                                                    	 Eric Crane


VOTED:    Holten Richmond Middle School Program of Studies – The Superintendent recommended the Holten Richmond Middle School Program of Studies for a second reading.  Mr. Thomson moved to approve.  Mr.  Crane seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

VOTED:    DHS Program of Studies - The Superintendent recommended  the DHS Program of Studies for 
                    a second reading. Mr. Crane moved to approve.  Mrs. Verry  seconded the motion. The vote 
       was unanimous. 

VOTED:    Policy - The Superintendent recommended the approval of the review of sections I and J as per MASC requests for a first reading.  Mr. Thomson moved to approve.  Mrs. Verry seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.

VOTED:    Fundraising Requests – The Superintendent recommended the approval of the  Classes of 
      2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 for “Say Yes to the Prom/Semi Dress” and Best Buddies 
      	      jewelry sale.  Mr. Thompson moved to approve.  Mrs. Verry seconded the motion.  The vote  
                   was unanimous.

VOTED:   Out of State/Overnight Field Trip  – The Superintendent recommended  the approval  
                   of  the out of state field trips from  DHS DECA to the Boston Copley, March 7 - 9, 2019, 
     DHS Chorus students to the Boston Seaport Convention Center, February 28 - March 2, 2019,
     DHS Chorus students to Pittsburgh, PA, April 4-7, 2109 and Smith Chorus and Band to Salem, 
     NH,  May, 31, 2019.   Mr. Thomson moved to approve.  Mrs. Verry seconded the motion. The 
     vote was unanimous.

VOTED:     Minutes – Mr. Thomson moved to accept and release the minutes from the January 14, 2019 
                    regular meeting.  Mr. Crane seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.
.
VOTED:     Adjournment – Mr. Thomson moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:03 p.m.   
                     Mr. Crane seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.

I.    CALL TO ORDER
  	 Mr. Skarmeas  called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. The Pledge of
       Allegiance and DPS Mission statement were recited. Mr. Skarmeas inquired 
                         whether the meeting was being recorded by audience members and  
  announced that the meeting was being broadcast on DCAT and recorded by the   
  Danvers Herald.

II.     ITEMS OF INTEREST TO SUPERINTENDENT, SCHOOL COMMITTEE, COMMUNITY
A.  Dr. Dana thanked the Commissioner of Education for his visit on February 8, 2019 as well as the coverage given from the papers.

B. MTA Initiative -  Mr. Crane read the MTA Fund our Future - Resolution of Funding our Public Schools.  Mr. Farrell gave a brief summary of the presentation given at the January School Committee meeting.  The Committee agreed to support the initiative.

 

III.      INFORMATION FROM STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 
A. Cynthia Boyd presented news and events of the seven district schools.

IV.      INFORMATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

     A.    Danvers Pride Presentation  - Ms. Powers shared Riverside’s “Code of Conduct”, goal #3 of their 
school improvement plan and gave a summary of their work with SEL criteria.  Students, in turn, 
took time to speak on the goal and different things they have done or accomplished to earn letters, spelling out PRIDE, which then combined earn them a star.    Presenting students were Callen Oliveria, Jaiden Sartori, Maya Chaghouri, Annabel Boyd, Kayla Patuto and Teddy Tsoutsouris.  The Committee asked students questions about their accomplishments and congratulated them on a job well done.

     B.	FY19 Technology Update  - Mr. Liberman introduced teachers Linda Armstrong and Kellee 
Boudreault who assisted students Kaelin Hampe and Josie Vogel in presenting on Amplified Science.  Students were tasked with creating a salad dressing using simulation.  They showed how different minerals attract to each other while others do not.  Using this principle, they created a product that would simulate dressing.  Other students created a water shortage on an island.  The presentation showed how water vapors within clouds turn to rain and different patterns clouds could take enhancing or decreasing the shortage.  Teachers noted that these experiments encourage collaboration with the students.  The Committee said they were impressed with the students ability and knowledge with simulation.

     C.     2018-19 Mid-year Accomplishments -  Dr. Dana gave an overview of the District’s 
accomplishments and the grant from Essex County Learning.   She shared the strategic plan noting the focus on the Core with curriculum along with SEL and student engagement. Commonality within the elementary schools, working with the Far Cycle and  the multi-tier support system where highlighted.  Dr. Dana listed programs such as Pathways and  Project Lead the Way as being beneficial to the student for engagement.  Leading Together and the TLC program focusing on SEL.  She also shared the BCBAs are working with Safety Care and aides have been trained in Youth Mental Health First-aid as professional development. A SEL visioning committee is being put in place. Dr. Dana and Mrs. Wermers fielded questions and the Committee expressed feeling of the school moving forward in a positive way with these programs.

      D.    Grants Update - Mr. Taverna said the District has obtained 4 new grants this year although the 
allocation is down $40,000 from the previous year due to the DFC grant amount being lowered.  He gave detail on increases and decreases in grants such as Title(s) I, IIA and IV, the Tower Grant, Special Education grants and the Health Network Grant. 

       E.   Facilities Update-  Mr. Taverna spoke on the Smith School Project meeting with Town Meeting 
members on Saturday, January 26th noting funding for the project has been approved.  Submission to MSBA will be by the end of February with site work coming in the summer.  He shared funding approval for the Highlands roof project was to be held within the week hoping for the project to be completed this summer.
 
[bookmark: _k2xgd0a5v9zg]V.         PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE DANVERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS - Dr. Dana and Mr. Taverna 
[bookmark: _br9qoi2uqtnu]gave a presentation on the requested FY20 school budget.

 
VI.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
      A.    Holten Richmond Program of Studies - First Reading - The Superintendent recommended the 
HRMS Program of Studies for a second reading.   As voted

        B.	DHS Program of Studies - First Reading- The Superintendent recommended  the DHS Program 
of Studies for a second reading. As voted

VII.    NEW BUSINESS

      A.   Policy - The Superintendent recommended the approval of the review of sections and Section I
 	and J as per MASC requests for a first reading. As voted

       B.   Fundraising Requests –The Superintendent recommended the approval of fundraising events for 
              the Classes of 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 for “Say Yes to the Prom/Semi Dress” and Best 
Buddies jewelry sale.  As voted


       C.   Out of State/Overnight Field Trip  – The Superintendent recommended  the approval  
             of  the out of state field trip from DHS DECA to the Boston Copley, March 7 - 9, 2019, 
DHS Chorus students to the Boston Seaport Convention Center, February 28 - March 2, 2019,   DHS Chorus students to Pittsburgh, PA, April 4-7, 2109 and Smith Chorus and Band to Salem, 
     	NH,  May, 31, 2019.   As voted


VIII.     ORDER OF BUSINESS
 A.    Communications – Dr. Dana shared the NEC website link and said they had begun work on their budget.  

       B.     Legislation –  Mr. Crane said after speaking with Rep. Spiliotis’ office he found that there is a 
proposed 1.1 billion dollar increase over 7 years and that the funding of the public schools is on the front burner.  

  C.    Subcommittee/Liaison Update

DEEP – Mrs. Verry stated the next DEEP meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 7:45 at HRMS where they will tour some of the curriculum sponsored by DEEP.  The HRMS Spelling Bee was a great success with winner Isha Patel moving on to Regionals.   DEEP is also gearing up for the DEEP teachers’ grants. 

  DanversCARES – Mr. Skarmeas shared work with grants continues as does Light the Night Purple with a tentative date in May and the Family Workshop Series is ongoing and well attended.   

  SEPAC –  Dr. Tatem said a SEPAC meeting on the effects of the internet on speech and language development will be held  on February 28, 2019. 

  DHIRC -  In Mr. Kay’s absence, there was no update.  

 VII.   MINUTES – As voted	

  IX.    BUDGET and DONATIONS
Mr. Taverna spoke on the January budget reporting to be on budget.

 X.	  PERSONNEL
	Announcement of Resignations, Leaves of Absence and Appointments – Mr. Taverna presented his memo dated January 2019.

The next regular meeting will be held on March 11, 2019 at 7 p.m. in the Francis Mills Communication Center at Danvers High School.
			


               Respectfully submitted,

                  Dave Thomson, Secretary
                   Danvers School Committee

